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Choral Markings 

Donald Neuen & Craig Arnold
adapt. Ryan Deignan 

Linear Markings 
indication that the line moves towards a goal note/harmony/point of arrival; this 
occurs through increased intensity and possible abiding crescendo; 

(shorter than above) move across the bar; surge ahead, avoiding a breath 
break; consider inserting 'NB' to further indicate "no breath"; 

re. syllable or word circled: any musical line must have a sense of movement 
toward and away from such syllables or words of emphasis; avoid flat affects 
and equally weighted words; strive for poetic text delivery with an orator's 
sense about rise and fall of intensity; 

syllable or note needing motion "to the right"; setting up, leading toward, 
energizing toward, the stress of what follows 

as in written prose, a secondary thought or idea; indicates destressed 
syllable/pitch & dynamic reduction, maintaining energy in the tone 

reminder to sing full value of the tone, cutting off on the next beat 

Articulations 

traditional accent mark will sometimes indicate the need to enliven the note 
rather than accent it, particularly in dotted-figures and off-beat accents; 

traditional tenuto mark; elongate; deliberate; a sense of stretch to the tone, 
often senza vibrato 

traditional staccato mark; separated, shortened; be sure vowel clarity is 
maintained 

leggiero articulation; similar, but lighter than tenuto; likened to a brush stroke; 
separated, but not short as in staccato; uses "more bow" 
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